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wherein the polymer particles comprise a substantial! vj random intetpolvmcr comprising: 
(H tx>lvmer units derived from: 

(i) at 1e«^ one vinvl or vinyilidenc aromatic monomer: or 

(ii) a combination of at (east one vinvl or v invhdenc aromatic 

i 

monomer and at leasjt one stcricallv hindered aHohatic or 
cvcloalinhatic vinvl or vinvlidenc monomer: and 

(1) polymer units derived from at leiast one 

(\) ethylene; or 

(i i) aliphatic alpha-olefin monomer having from 3 to 20 carbon atoms . 

Applicants request the amendment of Claims 44-48 so that they depend from Claim 41 
instead of the cancelled claim 42. 1 herefore, please aijiend Claims 44-48 as follows: 

44, (amended) The composition of Claim [42] 41 vrticijein the intcrpolymer comprises: 

(a) polymer units derived from one or mojre vinyl aromatic monomers and polymer 
units derived from ethylene; 

(b) polymer unit<; deriveti from one or more vinyl aromatic monomers and polymer 
units derived from ethylene and one or more C3 or C2o|alpha-olcfins; 

or 

(c) polymer units derived from one or more vinyl aromatic monomers and polymer 
units derived from a combination of ethylene imd norbbmene. 

45, (amended) Tlie composition of Claim [42] 41_ i wherein the vinyl aromatic monomer is 
styrcnc. \ 

46, (amended) The composition of Claim [42] 41 wherein the interpolymer is selected from the 
group consisting of polymer units derived from : 

(a) ethylene and styrene; 

(b) ethylene and propylene and styrene; 

(c) ethylene and butene and styrene; 

2 
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(d) ethylene and pentene and styrene; 

(e) ethylene and tiexene und styrene; and ; 

(f) ethylene and octcnc and styrcnc. 

47. (amended) The composition of Claim [42] 41 whcifcin the ihterpolymer comprises Irom 50 to 
97 mole percent of polymer imits derived from cthylcnjc based on the total moles of monomer* 

48. (twice amcnclcd)Thc composition of Claim [42] 41 wherem the interpolymer comprises from 
50 to 97 mole percent of polymer units derived from ethylene based on the total motes of 
monomer, and polymer units derived from styrene. 

A clean version of the claims pending after thi^ amendment are attached at page 4. . 

CONCLUSION 

Apphcants request that the Examiner withdraw; the rejections. Applicants believe that the 
claims are in condition for allowance and respectfully request that the Examiner gmnt such an 
action. If any questions or issues remain in the rcsoKition of which the Examiner feels will be 
advanced by a conference with the Applicants' attorney, the Examiner is invited to contact 
Gregory Porter at 71 3-95 1-3318. 

A petition for one month extension and tlie required fee is filed herewith. No additional 
tees are believed to be currently due. Tf there are any fees due, the Commissioner is hereby 
authorized to charge any additional fees which may bclrequired, or credit any overpayment of 
fees, to Deposit Account No. 1 0-()447, reterence 43225-44598AUSP{BAl). 

Respectfujlly submitted, 

JENKEN^ & GILCHRIST 
AProre$$;joiiaJ Corporalion 

a 1>^^ ^ 

Gregory Iprter 
Reg. No. ^0,131 

Pate: 4|/5t/ft1 
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Pending Claims: 

4 1 . (amended) A composition comprising: 

(a) polymer particles having 

(1) a one millimeter penetration temjperature of less than about 75 T as 
determined by thermal mechanical analysis; or 

(2) an imconflned yield strength of grcjatcr than about 15 pounds per squiire loot 
(73 kilograms per square meter); or 

(3) both (1) and (2); 

(b) an effective amount of antt-blocking agent mechanically adhmd to the polymer 
particles; 

wherein the polymer comprises a substantially random interpolymcr comprising: 

(1) polymer units derived from: 

(i) at least one vinyl or Yinylidcne aromatic monomer; or 

(ii) a combination of least one vinyl or vinylidene aromatic- 

I 

monomer and at l^ast one sterically hindered aliphatic or 
cycloaiiphatic vinyl or vinylidene monomer; and 

(2) polymer units derived &om at Idast one 

(i) ethylene; or ' 

(ii) aliphatic alpha-olefin monomer having from 3 to 20 carbon atoms. 

42. cancelled 

43. cancelled 

44. (amended) The composition of Claim 41 wherein the intcrpolymer comprises: 

(a) polymer units derived from one or mojre vinyl aromatic monomers and polymer 
units derived irom ethylene; ! 

(b) polymer units derived from one or more vinyl aromatic monomers and polymer 
units derived firom ethylene and one or more Ci or C20 alpha-olefins; 
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or 

(c) polymer units derived from one or more vijiyl aromatic monomers and polymer unil<$ 
derived from a combination of ethylene and norbomenb. 

45. (amended) The composition of Claim 41 wherein the vinyl aromatic monomer is styrcnc. 

46. (amended) i'hc composition of Claim 41 wherein the inlcrpolymcr is selected from the group 
consisting of polymer units derived from: ; 



(a) 


ethylene and styrene; 


(b) 


ethylene and propylene and styrene; t 


(c) 


ethylene and butene and styrene; 


(d) 


ethylene and penlene and styrene; 


(e) 


ethylene sind hexene smd styrene; and 


(t) 


etliylene sind octene and styrene. 


47. 


(amended) The composition of Claim 41 wherein the intcrpolymcr comprises 


from 50 to 97 


mole percent of polymer units derived from ethylene based on the total moles of 


monomer. 




48. 


(Twice Amended)The composition 0f Claim 41 wherein the interpolymer 



comprises fi*om 50 to 97 mole percent of polymer units derived from ethylene based on the touil 
moles of monomer, and polymer units derived from styrene. 

49. cancelled. 

50. cancelled. 

51. cancelled. • 
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57. (Original) The composition of Claim 4l wherein the anti-blocking agent 
comprises from 0.02 to 3 weight percent janti -blocking agent based on the total 
composition. 

58. (Original) The composition of Claim 57 wherein the anti-blocking agent 
comprises from 0.08 to 1.5 weight percent: anti-blocking agent based on the total 
composition. 

59. (Original) 'ITie composition of Claim $i wherein the anti-blocking agent 
comprises from 0.1 to 0.5 weight percent =anti-blocking agent based on the total 
composition. 

60. Original) The composition of Claim 59 wht^ein the anti-blocking agent comprises 
from OAS to 03 weight percent anti-jblocking agent based on Uie total 
composition. j 

61. (Original) The composition of Claim 4^ wherein the anti-blocking agent is 
selected from ihe group consisting of talc, rnica^, calcium carbonate, finely divided 
silica^ fUmcd silica, organic acids^ metal organic esters and powdered polymers. 

62. (Original) The composition of Claim 41 wherein the cuiti-blocking agent is talc, 

63 . (Original) 1 he composition of Claim 41 wlierein the anti-blocking agent is 
calcium stearate. \ 

64. (Original) The composition of Claim 59 wlierein the anti-blocking agent is talc. 

65 . (Original) ITie composition of Claim 60 wherein the anti-bJocking agent is talc. 

66. (Original) The composition of Claim 41 wHerein the anti-blocking agent is 

mechaniciilly tidhered to the surfkcc of at least aboiiit 50 percent of the polymer particles. 

i 

67. (Origimil) The composition of Claim 66 whjerein at letist about 1 0 percent of the 

i 

diameter of an individual anti-blockii^ agent is cnxbedded into an individual polymer 
pcirticle. i 

68. (Original) The composition of Claim 661 wherein up to about SO percent of 
the diameter of an individual anti-biolcking agent i$ imbedded into an 

i 

i ndi vi dvial polymer particle. 
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69. (Original) The composition of Claim! 41 wherein the unconfined yield 
strength of the composition is at least aboujt 20 percent greater lhan the strength of 
the same composition without an anti-blocking agint, 

72. (Original) A composition comprising: 

(d) a substantially random interpolymer comprised of polymer units derived from 
ethylene and polymer unit$ derived ftom styrene; 

(b) from 0.15 to 0.5 weight percent of anti-b|ocking agent selected from the group 



consisting of talc and calcium steiirate 



wherein the anti-blocking agent is 



mechanically adhered to the interpolymer fjorticles. 
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